
----- Original Message ----- 
From: "Aronofsky, David" <AronofskyD@mso.umt.edu>
To: <asuenram@swmtlaw.com>
Sent: Monday, November 02, 2009 12:40 AM
Subject: Roy Andes

Andy:  Roy Andes has asked  me  to  write a brief  statement describing
his qualifications for the Montana Supreme Court  vacancy he is applying
to  fill, and I am pleased  to  do  so for  you to share with the
Committee.  I have known Roy since coming  to  Montana in 1994 to become
The University of Montana General Counsel  and a  Law School faculty
member.   We have collaborated over the years  on matters of common
interest,  and I have become  quite familiar with both his  legal
advocacy abilities  and his  mediation skills.   He is quite talented at
both  because  of his good  legal  mind, diligent work ethic and even
temperament.  These attributes would serve  Roy and  the people  of
Montana well if he were selected  to  the Montana Supreme Court.   He
has become an expert  on public  lands,  a theme of great importance to
all Montanans, and he would also bring this expertise to the Court.   I
am  aware that virtually  all the applicants for this  particular  seat
seem exceptionally qualified and several  are  close personal friends.
Roy easily holds  his own with all  of them  from ability, experience
and ethical  character standpoints.  Thanks  for  considering these
views.

 

Sincerely,

 

David Aronofsky

General Counsel  & Adjunct Law Faculty

The University  of  Montana

133  Main Hall

Missoula MT 59812

406/243-4742  (phone)





Good Schools Missoula 
745 S 4th West 
Missoula, Mf 59801 
11/09/09 

Dear Montana Judicial Nominating Committee, 

We are writing in support ofRoy Andes' application for the current Montana Supreme Court vacancy. 
We have found him to be an excellent attorney with expertise in areas of law that are growing in 
importance in Montana: open meeting law and fiduciary duty of public trustees. He is also able to work 
effectively with a range of plaintiffs from citizens groups to professionals, representing their interests in 
court and in negotiation. 

We are Good Schools Missoula, a non profit community organization, that has gone to court to press 
the Missoula School District 1 Board to fulfill their fiduciary duties as trustees of public assets. It has 
been difficult to find legal representation who is knowledgeable in these areas and willing to work with 
a citizens group with limited resources. We were referred to Mr Andes by other citizens interested in 
public involvement and open meeting law when several Missoula citizens had filed an open meeting 
law complaint against the school board and the initial attorney had missed filing deadlines, coming 
very close to causing the case to be dismissed. 

In this case Mr Andes stepped in as requested, filed needed motions and assisted citizens in negotiating 
an outcome, while charging only minimal fees and costs. 

Mr Andes agreed to represent Good Schools Missoula in our complaint against the District 1 School 
Board for the violation of fiduciary duties as trustees of public assets in their below market sale ofa 
local school building. His expertise in trustee law was invaluable in working through the issues of the 
complaint and once again he was willing to assist citizens while charging only minimal fees and costs. 

We know that Mr Andes has the skills and experience, as well as the compassion and integrity to make 
an excellent Supreme Court justice. We urge you to recommend him to the Governor. 

Sincerely, 

~h
$~

~~~ 
Linda Smith 

Good Schools Missoula 



November 14, 2009

Andy Suenram
Secretary, Judicial Nominating Commission
P.O. Box 1366
Dillon, MT 59725
(Delivered via email)

RE: Application of Roy Andes

Dear Mr Suenram and members of the Commission:

I write in support of Roy Andes’ application.  

First, to let you know who I am, I provide the following.  I was an assistant Attorney
General in Montana for more than 10 years, for 8 of those years I was the head of the
Agency Legal Services Bureau, which provides representation to state agencies in civil
litigation and in administrative law matters.  Thereafter, I was a partner in a Helena law
firm for many years.  I am now a federal administrative law judge, in California.  During
my tenure as an Assistant Attorney General I briefed and argued many, many cases
before the Montana Supreme Court.

I have known Roy since the early 1980’s, when I hired Roy to become a member of the
Agency Legal Services Bureau. I hired him from a highly qualified applicant pool, as the
best candidate.  During his years as an Assistant Attorney General Roy gained extensive
experience in defending the state in civil litigation and in acting as a hearing officer in
administrative proceedings on behalf of state agencies.  That is, he acted in a judicial
capacity as a hearing officer; taking testimony, hearing argument, reviewing briefs,
researching the law and writing decisions.

As you can tell from his application, Roy is fine writer.  He has a command of the
language which most of us can only envy, but yet is able to use plan English to great
effect.  In addition, he always demonstrated an excellent understanding of the procedural
and evidentiary rules.  But perhaps most importantly, he always tried to do what he
thought was the right thing and avoided the expedient path.

He is a person of high intellect, and scholarly, without a hint of arrogance or
condensation.   And he has a sense of humor.   Obviously, these are important attributes
of someone who is to be a member of the Montana Supreme Court.  To me, the most
important may be arrogance, or rather, the lack of arrogance.  For who among us wants
his or her case heard by an arrogant, condescending jerk?



The list of candidates is impressive, and surely your task will be difficult.  But please
give close consideration to Roy, he would do a fine job and the Commission would be
proud of having selected him as a finalist.

Fell free to contact me if you would like more information.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dennis Moreen



4527 Rangeview Drive
Billings, MT 59106
November 17, 2009

Andy Suenram, Secretary
Judicial Nominating Committee
P.O. Box 1366
Dillon, MT 59725

I am pleased to recommend Mr. Roy Andes for your nomination for Justice of Montana
Supreme Court.   I’ve known Mr. Andes for over twenty years and was at one point, his
client.  I knew him initially when he was a graduate student at the University of Montana
studying mediation. At the time I thought it an inspired move for an experienced lawyer
to voluntarily return to near-poverty for the purpose of expanding his skills and
perspective.  I most definitely believe that Roy has the intellect, experience, temperament
and training to be an exceptional Justice of the Montana Supreme Court.   Of special note
is his Master’s degree in interpersonal communication which prepared him to be a highly
skilled and respected mediator as part of his legal practice.  The combination of his
master’s degree with his JD provided Roy with a specialized ability to understand and
guide people through their legal problems. 

In the late 1980’s my ex-husband and I asked Roy to represent us together in our divorce.
While divorce is nearly always dreadful, both my former husband and I believe we had
the best divorce one could ever hope for.  Mr. Andes was central to that outcome.  We
trusted that his unique background would make him the perfect person to guide us
through the potential legal and emotional landmines.  In the years since our divorce,
neither my former husband nor I have had a single complaint, problem or issue arise
related to property, child custody or any other part of the agreement.  We remain the
envy of our divorced friends.

As an ordinary citizen of the state of Montana with limited need for any involvement in
the legal system, my perspective is an important one.  The Montana Supreme Court is our
legal watch-dog. Its role is to assure that our lawmakers and lower courts adhere to our
constitution; a vital, if sometimes invisible function.  I want good thinkers, with diverse
educational and life experiences, on my Supreme Court.  Roy Andes most certainly
would bring those qualities to the Court, and I urge you to put forth his name in
nomination.

I appreciate your consideration.

Most sincerely,

Elizabeth Artley



JAMISON LAW FIRM
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

POWER BLOCK BUILDING, SUITE 4G           M ONA JAM ISON                                              PHONE: (406)442-5581

HELENA, M ONTANA 59601 FAX: (406) 442-8293

November 18, 2009

Andy Suenram

Secretary, Judicial Nomination Commission

P.O. Box 1366

Dillon, MT  59725 Email:  asuenram@swmtlaw.com

Re:  Supreme Court Justice

        Application of Roy H. Andes

Dear Members of the Commission:

I am writing this letter to provide a reference for Roy Andes’ application for the

vacancy on the Supreme Court.  I have known Mr. Andes since he interviewed for employment

at the Montana Department of Health and Environmental Sciences in March of 1977.  In the

years since, we have periodically consulted and done considerable legal work together.  I was

impressed with his legal skills in 1977, and my subsequent experience has validated that.  

Most recently, Mr. Andes and I worked closely together when he served of counsel to

my firm from 2000 through 2005.  He works collegially, has a quick legal mind, a broad grasp of

the law in general and of litigation, and writes extremely well.  I was pleased to be professionally

associated with him.

Because of my close affiliation with several of the candidates before you, I am not

inclined to recommend one over another.  However, I can say without hesitation that Mr. Andes

possesses the skills, ethics and intellect to be an excellent Justice on the Montana Supreme

Court.

Very truly yours,

Mona Jamison

mailto:asuenram@swmtlaw.com
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Dear Governor Schweitzer and October 31, 2009 
Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 

I take great pleasure in writing this recommendation for Roy H. Andes, MS, JD for a 
position as a Montana Supreme Court Justice. I was a client ofRoy's for several years 
earlier in this decade. As a result of my experience as a client ofRoy' s, I can confidently 
state that he has the experience, work ethic and motivation to serve as a Justice on the 
Montana Supreme Court. 

Roy served as legal counsel on a case for the Montana Society of Anesthesiologists when 
I was President of that organization. I was extremely satisfied with the legal 
representation that Roy provided. I always felt that Roy was more than well prepared, 
and fully knowledgeable about all aspects of our case. Our case was very well presented 
both in writing and in person during court. Roy is obviously a talented attorney. 

Roy is a very hard working individual. The extra time an effort he puts into his work 
clearly shows. His work is always completed on time. In addition, I find Roy to be a 
very fair person in his interactions with others and in his approach to the legal system. 

Another reason I feel Roy would make an excellent Supreme Court Justice is that his 
experiences in life and as an attorney have given him an understanding how regular 
people lives their lives, as well as a wealth ofexpertise in business and administrative 
law. Obviously a Justice would need experience in the latter. But as a layperson when it 
comes to the law, it would give me comfort knowing that a down to earth guy like Roy is 
on the bench. 

In conclusion, I believe Roy Andes has the experience and skills to make an excellent 
Supreme Court Justice. Thank you for allowing my comments. 

Sincerely, . 

IlJO)J-
Michael D. Sterbis, MD 
4652 South Ave West 
Missoula, MT 
59804 



----- Original Message ----- 
From: "Jackie Trotchie" <jackietrotchie@yahoo.com>
To: "Andy Suenram, JNC Secretary" <asuenram@swmtlaw.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 03, 2009 2:28 PM
Subject: Roy Andes

> Dear Sir:
>
> It was brought to my attention an old classmate,  Roy Andes,  is a 
> candidate for the Supreme Court and I would like to support his 
> application.
>
> I first met Roy while attending graduate school at the University of 
> Montana where we both studied interpersonal communication.  My focus was 
> on cross-cultural communication while Roy was focused on conflict 
> resolution and mediation where we would eventually cross paths.
>
> My initial impression of Roy was of wonderment:  why would a man with a 
> great career in law return to graduate school to learn new skills in a new 
> field?  I still don't know the answer but I do know he was very dedicated. 
> I would often see him in locations all over campus working diligently on 
> his coursework.  He was totally focused and appeared to know what he 
> wanted to do.  To me, he was searching for a way to become better in his 
> career and to serve his client base more effectively.
>
> I later learned he became very active in mediation and eventually became a 
> part of a mediation firm.  I attempted to do the same in bicultural 
> situations but found it difficult to work through a raging conflict to a 
> mediated resolution without trying to solve the problem for the parties 
> involved.  Quite a task but Roy and his partners were quite good at it. 
> To me it demonstrated his ability to maintain control of a situation, an 
> open mind, a deep trust in people and a lack of bias.
>
> With Roy's background in law and in mediation I think he is the best 
> candidate for the position of Supreme Court Judge.  Please feel free to 
> contact me with any questions you may have regarding his ability.
>
> Thank you for taking the time to read my letter, I do appreciate the time.
>
> Jackie Trotchie
> jackietrotchie@yahoo.com
> 131 W. Alder Apt. N
> Missoula, Mt.  59802



> 





----- Original Message ----- 
From: "allan & Lee" <allanlee@centric.net>
To: <asuenram@swmtlaw.com>
Cc: "Roy Andes" <rhandes@earthlink.net>
Sent: Friday, November 06, 2009 3:18 PM
Subject: Roy Andes

Dear Mr Suenram

  Hello, my name is Allan Oines. I have had the good fortune to have 
employed Roy Andes as an attorney and as a mediator. The case as an 
attorney, was against the  Missoula County Public School District. Mr Andes 
was not the original attorney. The original attorney, gave up mid-case. Mr 
Andes was able to meet with our group several times plan a workable strategy 
and present a coherent case to the court.
 As a mediator in an ongoing dispute between my wife and her ex-husband he 
was able to resolve it very amicably. I feel Mr Andes whose character is 
beyond repproach would be a great Judge for the state of Montana. Thank you 
for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Allan Oines



----- Original Message ----- 
From: "C.E. 'Abe' Abramson" <montanaabe@hotmail.com>
To: <asuenram@swmtlaw.com>
Cc: "C.E. Abramson" <montanaabe@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, November 07, 2009 7:40 PM
Subject: [Andy Suenram/Judicial Nomination Commisssion} Roy H. Andes, 
Applicant

Missoula, Montana

November 7, 2009

Judicial Nomination Commission
State of Montana
Andy Suenram, Secretary
Dillon, Montana

{Submitted by email}

Dear Commission:

I write in strong support of Roy H. Andes' application for your nomination 
leading to his consideration for appointment as an Associate Justice on The 
Supreme Court of Montana.

Mr. Andes' involvement as a successful advocate in various Montana Trust Law 
issues has come to my attention many times over the years, and I have 
admired his stances taken, sometimes acting as a Private Attorney General. 
Also, I am aware that many times his professional services in these cases, 
including full appeals, have been uncompensated, most often initially 
undertaken pro bono publico.

Years ago I became aware of his value in the Missoula area as a skillful 
mediator and arbitrator, where he developed a new awareness of and 



appreciation for Alternative Dispute Resolution.

Only in the past few years have I developed a more personal relationship 
with Roy, and my respect and admiration for him has only grown with this new 
familiarity.

My personal conception of Judicial Discretion is that it is the duty to find 
what the law requires:  I know that Roy Andes shall bring all of his 
education, training and experience to bear on that duty, to great effect.

s/C.E. Abramson
Member, Legal Fee Arbitration Committee, State Bar of Montana
Member, Legal Fee Arbitration Panel, 4th Judicial District, Montana
--
C.E. Abramson/REALTOR®
8807 Hellgate Station
Missoula MT 59807-8807
-- 
TELEPHONE: 406-549-0774 - ALSO reaches my CELLULAR PHONE 24/7
-- 
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Jim Wheelis
 
527 Spencer Street
 

Helena, Montana 59601-5359
 
(406) 442-5277 jwheelis@bresnan.net
 

November 6, 2009 

Andy Suenram 
Secretary, Judicial Nomination Commission 
P.o. Box 1366 
Dillon, MT 59725 

Re: Roy H. Andes 

Dear Secretary Suenram and members of the Commission: 

Please accept my recommendation that your Commission forward Roy H. Andes' application to 
the Governor for his consideration to fill a seat on the Montana Supreme Court. 

I've known Mr. Andes for a number of years, and over the last year I had the pleasure of 
working with him on a case in which he represented a citizen's group challenging the decision of 
a school board to dispose of school property. He did the bulk of the work, both on appeal and 
before the district court on remand. From working with him, this is an easy thing to say: If you 
interviewed every lawyer in the state, you could not find a more thoughtful, competent, 
resourceful, or ethical person. You cannot go wrong forwarding his name to the Governor. 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 



LeRoy H. Schramm
 
Attorney at Law
 

1900 Dry Gulch Drive
 
Helena, Montana 59601
 

406 443-5033
 
Ischramm6@aol.com
 

November 11,2009 

Juducial Nomination Commission 
c/o Mr. Andy Suenram 
JNC Secretary 
P.O. Box 1366 
Dillon, MT 59725 

RE: Roy Andes Application For Supreme Court Appointment 

Dear JNC Members: 

I have known Mr. Andes for at least two decades. During the 25 years I served as 
Chief Legal Counsel for the Montana University System I and my University 
colleagues watched with admiration as Mr. Andes pinpointed and successfully 
challenged in court several legislative attempts to divert the proceeds from trust 
lands dedicated for educational purposes. It is safe to say that few people, if any, 
know more about the law governing school trust lands than does Mr. Andes. But 
Mr. Andes is not a one trick legal pony as his application indicates and as anyone 
who has an extended conversation with the congenial and quick witted Mr. Andes 
soon learns. Mr. Andes would make an excellent justice because he has a broad 
background, both legal and otherwise, and because he has an excellent 
temperament. He is accomplished, but modest. He is an avid advocate, but 
extremely fair minded. Everything I know about Mr. Andes indicates that he is a 
person of high integrity and I commend his candidacy to you. 



November 10, 2009
 

William W. Wilmot, PhD
 

Professor Emeritus, University of Montana
 

1000 Elk Ridge Lane
 

Anaconda, MT 59711
 

Andy Suenram, JNC Secretary 

P.O. Box 1366 

Dillon, MT 59725 

Dear Mr. Suenram: 

The Montana Supreme Court has a difficult task-evaluating both sides to a dispute and 
rendering decisions that may have far reaching impact. As such, any Supreme Court Justice 
must possess sound legal scholarship yet also be grounded in the ethos and particulars of 
Montana. 

We need a justice who can 'span the gap' between opposites. She or he must have sound legal 
grounding with the ability to write cogent decisions that tack like a sailboat between fo'liowing 
precedent and on the other hand, providing flexibility on the other. The Justice must be able to 
fully engage the briefs and oral arguments ofeboth plaintiff and defense, all the while staying 
afloat in current judicial scholarship. 

I know of no one who can span the gap more effectively than Roy Andes. As you can ,see from 
his application, he writes clearly, grounded in scholarship with humanness that is touching. On 
one hand, he isa dedicated legal scholar and on the other, a normal guy who actually listens 
and responds to each individual. He is equally at home in the law library burning the midnight 
oil, and chatting with neighbors and other Montana residents. He is motivated by sound 
principles of fair play, always, and his work in dispute resolution demonstrates his ability to tack 
between both 'sides' of a dispute, while staying focused on helping the parties reach agreement. 

He has worked as both plaintiff and defense counsel. He has defended the State of Montana 
on some occasions and challenged it on others-truly bridging the gap. He would bring to the 
Court an understanding of both sides of a legal dispute, allowing him to render fair, high quality 
decisions that uphold the rule of law. 

I have worked with him professionally since 1986 in a variety of roles as thesis advisor, co
mediator, co-trainer of legal CLEs and jointly supervising one another's work. 

As a Justice, he would bring the highest ethical standards, diverse experience, and impeccable 
scholarship to our Supreme Court. 

, 

Sincerely, ~ #J~ 

William W. Wilmot, PhD 

www.collaborationinstitute.com 

406.370.2455 1000 Elk Ridge Lane, Anaconda, MT 59711 


